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SUBJECT* Current Political Situation In South Korea 


Pr ® sAd ®»^ Jyngoan Rhee has won an almost complete victory in 
his long and recently acute struggle for power with the- opposition in 

0x1 ^ Jul3r the National Assembly, subjected to 
^^ d M i0n ^ ot ? er forms ol> S0verQ pressure from Rhee and the group 
SSS+S?**"? 4 110 longer hopaf ul of strong US-UN intervention to retain 
constitutional, procedures, adopted a "compromise" constitutional amend* 
mento The amendment includes Rhee® a principal demands — for uouular 
° f 4 « th \r re8id8nt ^ tfaus assuring Rhea's re-election) andthe 

n9w P^^ions allowing the 
? abinet ^ |/ vote of non-confidence and re- 
SSSf ^2 Ui 8t ! r s m>rowHg/ of all appointments to the 

Asa^^y* 376 ambiguous s^ a* 1 ® unlikely to increase the power of the 


Elections for the President and Vice President and for members of 
the new "uppse* house are expected in mid-Augusta The present 
^semblymen will constitute the "lower* house * Their term expires 

& Constitution has always required Assembly jpproval of the 

ft«sident*s designee for Prime Minister 0 Constitutionally, however, 
P ° irer ^ Trare ^ted in the President and SSpriaB 
ra “ dBS ” “ ,t5llae »“”«>«>«» PresWent.a 
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2© Host non-Khee elements have accepted the "compromise” 
resolution- of the political crisis as the best way out under the 
circumstance « The opposition in the Assembly, although now re- 
covering somewhat from its recent experiences, has neither the 
strength nor the will to create serious difficulties for Rhee In 
the next few months,, 

3o The opposition and political neutrals are now concentrating 
on Yi Pom-Sok, Rhee 8 s Horne Lftniater© YI is distrusted in all Korean 
political circles mid is regarded as being primarily responsible for 
the recent intimidation of the Assembly. 

It© *br the immediate future, political stability in South 
Korea will be most influenced by the outcome of a developing 
struggle for power among the Rhee group© Yi PomrSok is attempting 
to run for Vice-President in the forthcoming election© In view of 
Rhee*s age and physical condition, Yi would almost certainly be- 
come acting President# before his li-year term was over* This 
would permit him to consolidate his control over South Korea, with 
a consequent loss in popular support for the government, in combat 
effectiveness of the armed forces, and in progress toward economic 
development and constitutional government 0 

£o Yi*s present entrenched position and his pretensions to 
power apparently have given Rhee considerable concern© On 16 July 
Rhee reportedly gave Yi a severe tongue-lashing before the Assembled 
Cabinet, making it plain to Yi that Rhee, alone, was running South 
Korea© On previous occasions Yi has been used to undertake specific 
political assignments for Rhee and then has boon removed from the 
government© If Rhee is again stole to remove Yi from the government 
and retains Chang Taek Sang or appoints another effective Prime 
Unis ter, following the election, the prospects for a more efficient 
and stable administration of South Korea will be reasonably good© 
However, Rhee 8 s chances, even if he so wished, of being able to rid 
himself of Yi and returning to a policy of moderation appear about 
even© 


# Ccmstitutionally, the Vice-Pres ident does not actually succeed 
to tho presidency in the event of the death or incapacity of the 
incumbent President© The Vice-President carries out the Presidents 
functions until a new election can be held© In practice, however,, 
Yi would probably be able to "act” until the end of the term or call 
m election under conditions assuring his return to office© 
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6, The foregoing discussion has been based on the assumption, 
almost universal in Korea, that Rhee will be re-elected President, 
However, there have been recent indications that Rhee is depressed 
about his health and is seriously considering retirement. If Rhee 
should retire, another political crisis will almost certainly 
develop} the li fon^Sok group will attempt to gain control of 
South Korea, and vd.ll probably succeed. 
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